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Overview:  
  
This Operation Manual details the office procedures required to correctly ‘post-process’ and import a 
FlowTracker gauging. Horizons will adhere to these procedures for all future and historical FlowTracker 
gauging’s until a National FlowTracker Procedure is adopted. However, our newly adopted procedures 
are aimed to be a lot more stringent than future nationwide guidelines. 
 
Further information can be found in the Sontek Manual (\\ares\Hydrology Sites\General Site 
Information\Manuals\SonTek_FlowTracker.pdf ). 
 
 

Post-processing: 
 
1.Transferring Data 
 
Open the Sontek FlowTracker v2.30 software and select “connect to a Flowtracker” 

 
Select the correct serial port, this should automatically do this for you anyway. Keep the Baud rate to 
9600. Select OK once the FlowTracker has been found. The FlowTracker should also display “Under 
External Control” from the display screen of the unit. 
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Export all the gauging files to the correct site folder. This should be \\ares\hydrology\hydrology 

sites\SITE\Guagings\FlowTracker\DATE\ 

 

    
 

Open the FlowTracker Files once the download / export is complete. This will open the “Discharge Measurement Summary”. 

Unfortunately, nothing from the gauging can be edited in the software. We assume that everything has been correctly! 

 

file://ares/hydrology/hydrology%20sites/SITE/Guagings/FlowTracker/DATE/
file://ares/hydrology/hydrology%20sites/SITE/Guagings/FlowTracker/DATE/
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Take note of the Discharge Uncertainty Overall statistics. This governs the QC of the gauging. 

 

Print out the Discharge Measurement Summary 
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IMPORTING .WAD FILE TO HILLTOP 
 

This section outlines the importing of the FlowTracker.WAD file to Hilltop.  

 

Open Hilltop Manager, and select the respective regions Hilltop gauging file i.e. Northern Gauging’s located on 

\\ares\Hydrology\Gaugings\Northern Gaugings.hts 

 

From the tool menu in Manager, select: Data > Import > Flow Tracker. This opens the import dialog screen 

 

 
 

Select the filename location. This will be the exported .WAD file 

Select the site name from where the gauging was undertaken 

Gauging time should be “Half way in Between” 

Hit OK, and this opens the Gauging editing screen 

 

 

 
 

 

 

file://ares/Hydrology/Gaugings/Northern%20Gaugings.hts
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Check the gauging file for items to edit, i.e. bung data entry in the field such as incorrect depth measurements, offsets and 

Edge estimates. 

 

Open the Facecard editor   and enter in the Facecard information into the Details Tab. The Quality of the gauging is 

determined by the ISO Discharge Uncertainty % from the .WAD file. We won’t know the Gauging Number until we file the 

Gauging against the Gauging Register. Leave this field blank for now.  

 

ISO < 5 % QC 600 

ISO > 5 < 8 % QC 500 

ISO > 8 % QC 400 

 

Hit the Meter Tab and ensure that the correct “Current Meter Serial No.” (this should automatically update) are entered and the 

“Calibration Date” 
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Hit the Site Tab and enter the site details. Being an old school current meter Facecard, there is no need to enter the Spin Test, 

Meter, Angle of Current, and Angle of Section details. The Flow Tracker does all this information for you in the field. 

 

Hit the Stage Tab and enter the Stage information into the respective fields. 

 

There is no need to Hit the Output Tab, as it doesn’t do anything 

 

SAVE 

 

SAVE Again in the Hilltop Tool Bar Screen also (otherwise it wont save!) 

 

 

 

 

Grab a Paper Gauging card from the shelf and transpose all the information from the Hilltop file onto the paper copy. That’s 

right, were still using paper and doubling up! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Open the Gauging Register 
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Right Click on any site in Managers Object Tree > Info. This opens a basic web portal to the Gauging Register. In the web 

portal select HydraPro > Gauging Register 
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This opens the HydraPro – Gauging Register v whatever 

 

Enter all the information from the Paper copy (or the digital copy if your not a dinosaur) into the respective fields. Enter any 

respective comments into the Comments field. Hit SAVE and this should spit out a Gauging ID and Site Gauging Number. 

 
Transpose the Gauging Number into the Hilltop Facecard and the Paper Copy of the Gauging Facecard 
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Print out the Hilltop Gauging Hydrometric information from Manager 

 

 

Add the printed Discharge Measurement Summary, and the printed Hydrometric Gauging and staple this info to the back of the 

Hydrometric Gauging Facecard 

 

Done! 


